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Read Wikipedia page on Ali G
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ali_G
Ali G is a member of the fictional West Staines Massiv

Staines is a middle-class commuter town to the west of London that has been the butt of jokes for many years, and is very different from the inner city ghetto that Ali G claims.  Despite the incongruous nature of his home town, he purports to exemplify Inner City culture. 

Ali G non-standard grammar is loosely based on African-Carribean patois. Claiming to be black and of Jamaican ancestry, some of his catchphrases include "Aight" (alright), "Booyakasha", "Big up Yaself", "MaWa", "West Side", "Respek" (respect), " For Real ", " Punanee", "Check It" and "Keep It Real". 

In this interview he defines  the meaning of "Boyakasha" as "Hear me now, bo, selecta, swallow back, holler, big up ya self, everything that I in, coming at ya like Cleopatra, come in a couple of bars, recognize, represent, keep it real, you gotta check ya self before ya wreck ya self, swallow back...oh yeah, and hello"

Though Baron Cohen has repeatedly stated that the Ali G character is a parody of suburban, privileged youth 'acting black', numerous commentators have opined that the force of the humour is derived from stereotypes of blacks, not poser whites. According to this view of the character, the suburban background written into Ali G's character serves as an alibi.

Felix Dexter, of The Real McCoy comedy series, said in The Guardian: 'I feel that a lot of the humour is laughing at black street culture and it is being celebrated because it allows the liberal middle classes to laugh at that culture in a safe context where they can retain their sense of political correctness.

To big up is to express a high degree of praise or encouragement for someone or something,  Politicians have spin doctors whose job it is to emphasise the importance of or “big up” their employer. To big up oneself would be to have confidence in oneself, perhaps to show off or indulge in some self advertisement.

That the word “Respect” should be used as a greeting is very interesting.  Curiously, its use suggests that respect of one another is not something which can be taken for granted.  In fact disrespect (or “diss”) is the default setting for most interactions.  How often do we hear of violence in the streets sparked off because one young man felt that he had been “dissed” by another.

Watch the video http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aqgGfC8A5-c&feature=fvw  which gives an entertaining and  useful insight into use of the term “Respect”  The young woman in the video feels that she has been “dissed” by her boyfriend.  

The student should be asked to explain in what ways she has been offended by him.  Does he attempt to make amends by showing her respect or does he use other methods?  How does a man show respect for a woman?

The humour of Ali G is often sexually suggestive or bawdy.  He makes a rather “crude” and unsubtle joke about his Eiffel Tower and a woman’s Channel Tunnel, suggests that his grandmother is sexually voracious, talks twice about the effects of an erection and grabs his own testicles on a couple of occasions in this brief clip.  What game is he playing with the term: Respect?
