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British Humour

Pub Scene

Video (Resources -Mutimedia –British Humour) is viewed.   Teacher asks student the following:

1. Have you ever been in a pub like the one shown in the film?  If so, where?  If not, how does this pub differ from those of your experience?  Why are there no women in the pub, apart from the barmaid?   How does the presence of women affect a pub?

2.    What activities are going on in the pub?   (Men are talking.  Men are playing chess…
)

3. What is the attitude of the Americans towards the other men in the pub?  Give evidence to support your answer.

4. What is the attitude of the locals to the Americans?  Give evidence to support your answer.

5. How would you describe the “Crashing Plane” joke?   Is it racist?  Bad taste?   Offensive?  Very amusing?   Justify your answer.

This joke is similar to the “Scotsman, Irishman and  Englishman” jokes.  The Scotsman is stereotypically dour and mean with money, the Englishman is superior and condescending and the Irishman is extremely stupid.

See  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/An_Englishman,_an_Irishman_and_a_Scotsman
Two such jokes are discussed with the student:

An Englishman, an Irishman and a Scotsman were each left 5,000 pounds by a rich man on condition that after his death they would each put 100 pounds into his coffin in case he needed it in the afterlife. At the funeral the Englishman and the Irishman solemnly put in their hundred pounds. The Scotsman takes out the 200 pounds and puts in a cheque for 300 pounds.

There's an Englishman, an Irishman and a Scotsman. They're being chased by a policeman. They see this old warehouse so they run in. Inside there are 3 empty sacks on the floor. They each jump in a sack. In comes the copper and sees these three bundles on the floor. Goes up to the first one and kicks it. The Englishman shouts out, "Woof! Woof!", and the copper thinking it's just an old dog leaves it and kicks the second sack. The Scotsman yells out, "Me-ow! Me-ow!." The policemen leaves this one as well thinking it’s just an old cat. He walks over to the last sack and kicks it, and the Irishman yells out: "Potatoes! Potatoes!"

Can the student think of any similar jokes from her own culture? ( Jokes at the expense of a neighbouring nation or some ethnic minority?)  If so, how are the butts of the joke represented?

What are the stereotypical qualities of  the French as seen by the British?  What are the stereotypical qualities of the Swiss?  The Germans?  The Chinese?  The Americans?  The Mexicans?

How do these stereotypes evolve?  Who gains by them?  Cui bono?

Discuss the observation of Machiavelli in The Prince that a ruler could unite disparate peoples by presenting them with a common threat or enemy.

The cruelty of the Mexican army at the Battle of the Alamo is famous in American folklore.  What is not so well known is that the Mexican general Santa Anna had declared all foreigners found fighting in Texas to be pirates. At this time captured pirates were subject to a summary execution. Santa Anna had made this quite clear to United States President Andrew Jackson in a strongly worded letter. The contents of this letter were not widely published, and it is unlikely that many of the American recruits serving in the Texan Army were aware that the Mexicans would take no prisoners.

What was the consequence of President Jackson’s silence?

Student is asked to practise either the “Crashing Plane” joke or a “Scotsman, Irishman, Englishman joke and to try it out in an appropriate social situation.

