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British Humour  -  The Young Ones

One of the sources of surreal humour in this extract is a pun on the two meanings of the word “kitty”

“Kitty” is a childish diminutive of cat.  It is also a term for a pooled sum of money.  The flatmates each contribute an equal sum of money to a weekly or monthly fund to buy food.  

The origin of the second sense of “kitty” is obscure.  It must have some relation to the idiomatic expression:  “the whole kit and caboodle”  meaning all the constituent parts, the entire works,  everything.   Kit in this sense may come from to the Middle English “kitte” meaning a wooden tub or barrel.  Thus the expression would mean not only the equipment or gear but the barrel in which it is stored.

Kitty is an alternative to the term “ante” for the pot in poker. Any bet that increases the total amount in the pot is said to be "putting money into the kitty"  Reference again to the "kitte" or barrel, around which players may formerly have sat and on the head of which  the “kitty” would have been laid. 

Part of the joke is that the cat shits money but has become constipated.  It is thus impossible to get money out of the kitty.  The identification made by some psychoanalysts between faeces and money is well known.  People who are very tight with money or generally very concerned about the organisation of their possessions are sometimes accused of being “anally retentive”

Much of the comedy in The Young Ones is “slapstick.”  The expression comes from the battacchio—known as  the 'slap stick' in English—a club-like object composed of two wooden slats used in Commedia dell'arte. When struck, the battacchio produces a loud smacking noise, though little force is transferred from the object to the person being struck. Actors may thus hit one another repeatedly with great audible effect while causing very little actual physical damage.  A fryingpan is the frequent instrument of choice in “Tom and Jerry” cartoon  “slapstick.”   The constant surreal echo of cartoon humour in “The Young Ones”  is complicated in the present scene by the fact that Neil hits himself on the head with the fryingpan in order to get the attention of his flatmates.

The dynamic between the three caricatures:  Neil the depressed hippy, Vivian the psychopathic punk, Rick the self-congratulating and emotionally atrophied nerd and Mike, the representative of self-serving sanity, is a delight.

Vivian has concocted a potion which he describes as “a cure for not being an axe-wielding homicidal maniac” and has put it in a Coke can so no-one will drink it by mistake.   Neil predicts that later on someone will drink the potion.  The viewer would probably have anticipated that this might happen but Neil’s voicing of the possibility and his flatmates happy agreement make it inevitable.  Is this likely to undermine the suspense in the episode?   What is the writer’s intention here?
