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Please familiarise yourself with the key vocabulary below before reading the article. 
Questions on the article can be found at the end of the document.

Key vocabulary: climate, modest, conference, recrimination, commitment, negotiation, developing, progress, process, significant, adapt, international¸ emissions, formal, proposal, annually, tackle.
===============

EU sets out €15bn climate aid plan

The European Union is to offer a modest €15bn a year to help poor countries cope with the effects of climate change, setting the stage for a fight before an international conference in Copenhagen in December.

Rich and poor nations have traded recriminations over the central question of how much money developed countries should contribute to developing nations such as China and India to help them adapt to and limit global warming.

David Miliband, UK foreign secretary, warned there was a “real danger” that the Copenhagen talks would “not reach a positive outcome”. He added: “There is an equal danger that in the run-up to Copenhagen people don’t wake up to the danger of failure until it’s too late.”

Connie Hedegaard, the Danish minister hosting the Copenhagen conference, said in Aberdeen that the negotiations were “definitely moving too slow”.

She added that although there had been some significant political progress, such as the commitment by Japan's new government to cut emissions by 25 per cent from 1990 levels by 2020, that was not being matched in the formal negotiations.

“People are ducking themselves down and arguing still the same way they have been for three or five or seven or 10 years,” she said, although she added that she had high hopes for a UN climate change summit in New York and the Pittsburgh G20 meeting, both this month, to push the process forward. 

The Commission’s proposal, overseen by Stavros Dimas, the European environment commissioner aims to break an impasse between developed and developing countries. It pegs developing countries’ total climate change needs at about €100bn per year by 2020. Up to half of that would be covered by governments, according to the proposal, with EU member states covering up to 30 per cent, or €15bn, and the US contributing up to 24 per cent, or €12bn. The EU hopes the other half would be covered by the private sector. 

But the EU offer falls short of what developing countries have said is needed. Chinese scientists, for example, have put the cost of reducing China’s emissions as likely to reach $438bn annually within 20 years. 

Elise Ford, head of Oxfam International’s Brussels office, said the proposal would “in effect rob tomorrow’s hospitals and schools in developing countries to pay for them to tackle climate change now”. 
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Questions

1. In your own words summarise what this article is about?
2. What is the main disagreement between developed and developing countries regarding climate change?
3. Why is progress in the negotiations so slow?

4. What argument is proposed against developing countries having to tackle climate change now?

5. What resolution to this disagreement would you propose?

===============

Can you write a better lesson plan? If you have good content for lessons please send it to admin@fluentfuture.com and we will upload it to the learning resources pages.
