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Language: English

Level: Advanced
Type: Understanding Idioms
Duration: 60 min

Title: Understanding Idioms
===============

Definition idiom: An Idiom is a phrase which expresses something different from the literal meaning of the words themselves. The figurative meaning of this phrase is known only through common use, and often only by individuals who have a native fluency in the language.
Familiarise yourselves with the key vocabulary before competing the lesson below. 
Key vocabulary: Idiom, appropriate, excitement, generated, audience, government, reversal, policy, traversing, terrain, advisable, compromise, commitment.
===============

The teacher explains these idioms to her pupil then asks the pupil to give an example where the use of each idiom would be appropriate

Examples of idioms

Cut to the chase
Meaning: Talk about what is most important.  The reference is to action movies where most excitement is generated by the car chases and these chases are what the audience really wants to see.

Do a U turn
Meaning: Reversal of policy.  A change of mind.  Usually said of Government decisions.  The reference is to turning a car completely around in the road to face the opposite way.

Back at square one

Meaning: Back where we began.  The reference is to board games like Snakes and Ladders where it is possible to have the bad luck to be sent right back to the beginning

Between a rock and a hard place
Meaning: In a position where there is no easy solution.  The reference is to traversing a difficult terrain on foot.  There is a joke in this phrase as a rock is a hard place.

A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush
Meaning: It is advisable to accept a quick compromise.  The reference is to catching wild birds for food.  Any number of birds hiding in a bush are worth less than a bird which has been already caught.

Turn over a new leaf

Meaning: Make a commitment to change one’s life for the better.  The reference is probably to the Book of Life.

===============
Exercise
Each of the following sentences contains an English idiom.  The idiomatic phrases are in italics.   Match each idiom with its correct meaning below. 

1. After he lost his place in the team, he turned over a new leaf and started working out.

2. I don’t understand how he managed to pass himself off as a native speaker.

3. If you don't get to the Sale before 9am, all the bargains will be snapped up.
4. Most families have a skeleton in their closet.

5. I went over it with a fine-tooth comb, and still couldn’t find where I had made the mistake.

6. H really didn't enjoy my company.  He called me a cold fish.

7. My husband stays at home, and it's my job to bring home the bacon.

8. The old age pensioner was scammed to the tune of £300.00

9. This kind of problem is just swept under the rug.

10. His idea went down like a lead balloon.

Meanings

a. taken quickly

b. in the amount of

c. careful attention

d. was met with disapproval

e. improved his conduct

f. dismissed casually

g. an unenthusiastic and boring person

h. fooled people by pretending 

i. to support the family

j. a shameful secret
===============
If you have written good content for lessons please send them to admin@fluentfuture.com and we will upload it to the learning resources pages.
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